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Comments from MYP 5 students 2014-2015 on the Personal Project

Unedited Student Comments.
Keto Urushadze – The Personal Project was a great lifetime lesson for me. I’ve learned how to plan and organize every step in any kind of project. I would like to say that the process of creation was tiring and difficult because it took a lot of time. I enjoyed creating the product, but the whole process made me so tired that I wanted it to end quickly. I advise you to plan everything before starting and manage your time schedule. Finally, I found myself thinker, communicative and a reflective person. I’m glad I have done this project. 

Kuba Clark – Overall the Personal Project was a great learning experience. There were times of stress, nerves fear and there were times of joy and happiness. The long time we had for the Personal Project, called for a long and detailed plan and timeline, this project develops thinking, time management, working under pressure, approaches to learning and many more areas. 
Nikala Shaishmelashvili – Past few months and the whole Personal Project process was a big lesson for me. I gained a lot of new skills and knowledge. Despite the fact that the process was often very tiring, in overall, I truly enjoyed it. Sometimes I couldn’t even notice how the time passed during the research and work. However, I learnt that I should try to manage my time better, because my project would be way better if I did so. 
Kote Loladze – The whole process of making the Personal Project was a big experience for me. I gained a lot of skills and now I know how to manage my time. Sometimes it was very hard for me to do it but mostly I was enjoyed working on my Personal Project. Now I am lot more self-confident and I am sure that I will use my skills in the future. 
… - I think that working on my Personal Project was a great experience. I learned that I should work from the beginning and spend my time wisely. It was important to enjoy the project and never think of it as an obligation. It would have been better if I started working on my project earlier, that way I would have more time to correct my mistakes. 
 … - What I learned from Personal Project is when you want to help your community but they would not always support you, I think Personal Project is a chance to face how the real life will look like, not the whole actual life, but just part of it. I could say I experienced a lot from it and it was fun for me in some ways.
… - After I was done with my Personal Project I understood why it is called “Personal” because not only did I learn so much more on my topic and my community but I learnt a lot about myself and my capabilities. I also learnt to push myself to my limits and manage time wisely. Overall, it was great and I really hope I will never do it again (nothing personal, no offense). 

… - Personal Project was one of the toughest thing to do. The main problem was that I didn’t manage my time well which made it twice as difficult as before. My favorite thing about Personal Project is that I taught us time management and made us independent. The piece of advice that I would give MYP4 is not to do the whole project right before the due date. You have whole year, use it!

Mariam Zurabashvili – Personal Project teaches time management and reflection on sources. During the time I experienced success and I faced difficulties. My advice for MYP4 is meet your supervisors everyday, do exactly what they require from you. Plan every detail and follow your plans. 

… - By the project I learned, how to be more organized, open-minded, knowledgeable, reflective and how to be more responsible. With the help of this project that do not procrastinate, do not leave everything until last minute. Overall, this project was great experience for me. There were many disappointments and problems, but there were some good moments as well. I am thankful to my PP coordinator, … and my supervisor because without their support my work would be poorer. 

… - I have never done this kind of big projects which I have to consider about many different skills and contents. Also, I have never wrote that much of words filling a book. That helped me to improve my English (language) too.

Niko Gugunishvili – Time management and organization are the best things that I learned from Personal Project. It was hard for me because organization of people was very hard  but I learned a lot. I grew a lot with it. I want to tell 9th graders an advice, choose a topic which really interests you and you will enjoy it.                                                                                                                                           
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Welcome to the Personal Project

This Personal Product guide is for use for New School students for the school year 204-2015. 
Take the time to read the handbook before starting your Personal Project. Make time also to refer to it as you work through your project and as a checklist prior to submitting the work. This handbook and all related forms can be found online at                     
http://newschoolpersonalproject.weebly.com/handbook.html
Are you curious by nature and want to inquire more about an issue/item/way of doing something?
Are you knowledgeable about an issue/item/way of doing something and want to share this with others?
 Are you open-minded and want to explore an issue/item/way of doing something in more detail to share with others?
Do you care about the respect the different situations that exist around the world and want to show your caring nature to others?
Are you a risk-taker and want to show your courageous nature to others through your exploration and development of an issue/item/way of doing?
Do you want to be an effective communicator about the concerned about the plight of others? 
Have ever thought about and being reflective about what you can do to improve your personal skills in another language or by creating something of your own design? Now is your chance!  
*************************************************************************************************************The Personal Project holds a very important place in the IB programme. The purpose of this handbook is to provide detailed information that will guide you to the successful completion of your Personal Project.
It is an expectation for ALL Grade 10 students at New School will complete the Personal Project. If a student joins the school after the October break, they will be encouraged to start the project and complete it within the time allowed with support from the coordinator and a supervisor. 
Using the guidelines of the International Baccalaureate’s Middle Years Programme (MYP) the Personal Project offers you the opportunity to pursue one of your passions or interest. Your selected topic of study should be something that YOU are interested in; one that you would like to study in detail for an extended period of time and relates to one of the Global Contexts and the Approaches to Learning. 
The key to a successful project is to choose a topic that you are genuinely interested in and want to learn more about, or want to develop further. Remember it should be an exploration of a personal passion rather than a topic or issue that someone else wants you to do. Here is a chance for you to investigate, research, write, create, and produce a product that demonstrates your understanding of the MYP experience.


There are certain requirements that you need to follow:
· complete , sign and adhere to the MYP Personal Project Academic Honesty Form. This states that the Personal Project is your own unique work and that you have acknowledged the work of others that you have used in your research work
· communicate and meet regularly with your supervisor
· write in your process journal on a regular basis
· meet set deadlines
· submit set pieces of written work in order to meet the terms of the Personal Project 


The majority of the work on the project will be done outside of regular class time, so good use of the information literacy and organizational skills taught in school will need to be applied. Links to information literacy and time management skills are provided in this guide - another good reason for reading and exploring the guide BEFORE starting the project!

Remember that your individual supervisor is there to guide you through the work. They will offer suggestions, advice, feedback and encouragement to help you achieve success in your work. The supervisor’s job is not to do the work for you. It is essential that you meet with your supervisor on a regular basis and make sure that you have something to show that progress has taken place between meetings. Make good use of their expertise! 

I am ready and happy to share this rewarding Personal Project journey with you this year. I know that you will put a great deal of time and effort into achieving an accomplished piece of extended work that you will be proud to share with others at an exhibition to be held in semester two. 

Do not hesitate to contact your supervisor or me ,at any time if you have any questions or are experiencing any difficulties.

Remember you are not alone. Do not be afraid to ask for help. Your supervisor and others are there to support you in any way they can. So go ahead choose something that you want to explore. With planning and effort, you will complete a project that you will be proud to call your own. You will also be more knowledgeable and skilled in your chosen area of interest.       

HAVE FUN !							                                                                              

Margaret Amos     

Personal Project Coordinator               
Contact: margaretamos.newschool@gmail.com
   Here is an overview of the MYP Personal Project 
[image: ]1. Where does the Personal Project fit into the MYP programme?

















Review the MYP Programme Model to see the role the Personal Project plays in the MYP programme. “The MYP is designed for students aged 11 to 16. It provides a framework of learning that encourages students to become creative, critical and reflective thinkers. The MYP emphasizes intellectual challenge, encouraging students to make connections between their studies in traditional subjects and the real world.” 
The Personal Project is designed to encourage students to practice and strengthen their Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills, and to combine their prior knowledge and subject-specific learning, in order to develop an topic of personal interest. This is an ideal opportunity for students to produce a truly personal and creative product/outcome. This is a PERSONAL project and the project should center on a topic that is of PERSONAL interest to YOU the student. It should be a subject  that will hold your interest for an extended period, and challenge, and motivate you to give your best in order to develop a truly independent and PERSONAL project.

2. The IB Mission Statement

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.
To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment.
These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.



3.  The IB Learner Profile
[image: http://east.pueblocityschools.us/_/rsrc/1375594329052/ib/ib-learner-profile/Learner%20Profile%20Title.JPG?height=226&width=400]Inquirer		Reflective
Balanced		Thinker
Communicator	Caring
Principled	           Knowledgeable
Open-Minded		
Risk-Taker/ Courageous


4. The Areas of Interaction (AOI) have been replaced by Global Contexts. 
· Identities and Relationships 
· Orientation in Space and Time 
· Personal and Cultural Expression 
· Scientific and Technical Innovation 
· Globalization and Sustainability
· Fairness and Development 

You will need to identify ONE of the global contexts for your project to show why your line of inquiry (your project) matters.

************************************************************************************************************




5.  Personal Project Objectives. 
There are now FOUR Personal Project Objectives. You MUST use the Personal Project objectives. 
These objectives describe what you should have achieved as a result of your study and are used to assess the project.
Objective A: Investigating
Objective B: Planning
Objective C: Taking Action
Objective D: Reflecting

6. The Personal Project Journey

EXHIBITION
THE REPORT
PROCESS JOURNAL


PRODUCT

.
  

Take the journey ! 
****************************************************************************************************











[image: http://www.clipartpal.com/_thumbs/Investigating_3_tnb.png]						
1. Investigating and Planning the Personal Project 
· What is a Personal Project?

The personal project is your project. It is a student-directed inquiry produced over an extended period of time.  It is a product of your own creativity and should reflect your experience of the MYP. It provides an excellent opportunity for students to review and reflect on their understanding and skills developed in Approaches to Learning (ATL) and to show your understanding of the Global Contexts. 
The Personal Project is designed to demonstrate your ability to organize, create, and complete a significant body of work. Your project work MUST be based on a topic of personal interest, defined by a goal and a focus on one of the Global Contexts. The Personal Project is completed in the final year of the MYP and is presented at a Personal Project Exhibition near the end of the school year.
The personal project is an opportunity for you to:
· show your understanding of, and a connection to a Global Context that will show  the relevance of your project inquiry of your chosen topic of study

· apply the skills and strategies learned in ATL through collaboration-communication- information literacy- organization-reflection-in your work

· manage, direct  and produce a creative and independent piece of extended work

· develop strengths, discover new ones, and overcome obstacles 

· reflect critically on your work and yourself as a learner


· What are the expectations for the Personal Project?
Personal projects MUST be developed and completed by individual students, but they may involve group work (for example, a performed play or a community event). While the product or outcome may be created collaboratively, each student’s individual role and involvement during the process must be documented. Group projects such as staging a play or a fund-raising event can be done as a group BUT each person’s role must be clearly outlined and documented and will be assessed individually. 
Students need to identify a goal, based on areas or topics of interest to them. They should discuss and brainstorm ideas with family and friends. Students will have their Project supervisors, who will guide them throughout the process and advise students on the selection of topics for the project and offer support. Ownership of the project remains with the student. 
It is a requirement that all students write down their ideas, suggestions thoughts as they process through the work. The results of research discussions and the final compilation of ideas must be documented in a Process Journal.
An outline of the goal that will help to drive the project forward must be shown in the Process Journal as soon as possible after starting the project. The goal should be one that is achievable but one that will offer a challenge to students. This could be a challenge to knowledge or a skill.  The decision about achievability of a goal will be decided after discussions between the student, supervisor and if necessary the Personal Project Coordinator. During the progression of the project a student can discuss with and use other teachers, peers and experts in the field but the work but be their own and not plagiarized.
All students and their must use the IB academic honesty forms. This is used to record meetings and the main topic of discussion and to attest to the originality of the work. (see Appendix)

· Aims and Objectives of the Personal Project
Aims 
The major aims of the Personal Project is to motivate and encourage students to:
· participate in a sustained, self-directed inquiry within a global context 
· generate creative new insights and develop deeper understandings through in-depth investigation 
· demonstrate the skills, attitudes and knowledge required to complete a project over an extended period of time 
· communicate effectively in a variety of situations 
· demonstrate responsible action through, or as a result of, learning 
· appreciate the process of learning and take pride in their accomplishments

Objectives 
The objectives of the Personal Project identify what should be achieved at the end of the period of study.
There are FOUR objectives  to the Personal Project that drive the study. 
	Personal Project Objectives

	Objective A: Investigating
	i. define a clear goal and global context for the project, based on personal interests

	
	ii. identify prior learning and subject-specific knowledge relevant to the project

	
	iii. demonstrate research skills. 

	
	

	Objective B: Planning
	i. develop criteria for the product/outcome

	
	ii. plan and record the development process of the project

	
	iii. demonstrate self-management

	
	

	Objective C: Taking Action
	i. i.   i. create a product/outcome in response to the goal, global context and criteria

	
	ii. demonstrate thinking skills 

	
	iii. demonstrate communication and social skills

	
	

	Objective D: Reflecting
	i. E  i. evaluate the quality of the product/outcome against their criteria 

	
	ii.  reflect  on how completing the project has extended their knowledge and understanding of the topic and the global context 

	
	iii. reflect on their development as IB learners through the project
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· [image: http://www.z-index.nl/afbeeldingen/overige-afbeeldingen/copy2_of_copy_of_support.jpg]What support and help will I receive?

During the process of working on your Personal Project, students will have their supervisor, the Librarian, and the Personal Project Coordinator as a support team. They will have regular meetings with their supervisor and it is important to bring the Process Journal to each meeting. It is also very important to record the meetings and the discussions that take place. The MYP Personal Project Academic Honesty form will have to be completed by the supervisor.  The supervisor will guide the student follow the guidelines and keep them focused. Students are encouraged to ask for help when experiencing difficulties. The supervisor may not be an expert on the particular topic but often they are able to point students in the right direction to find the necessary information and resources.

It is the responsibility of the student to make sure they attend the required meetings with their supervisor. Additional meetings with the supervisor may be necessary. If a meeting is missed it is the responsibility of the student to contact supervisor to explain and to possibly arrange another time to meet. 
 
The Librarian is a good friend to have when working on a Personal Project. They are a good source of knowledge and can offer assistance with research aspects of the project work. Students are advised to  make good use of their skills and knowledge. There is an opportunity to work in the library before and after school. Contact the Librarian for further information.   

As the Personal Project Coordinator, I will try to provide each student with the information needed for the project. This personal copy of The New School Personal Project Handbook AND the Personal Project website ,will also provide information and the necessary steps you need to follow for a successful completion of the Personal Project. 

It is understood that family and friends will support and encourage students in their work but essentially, it is up to each student  to adhere to deadlines and complete the project on time


· Can I use someone else to help me with my project?

Students  might decide to interview or use the expertise of someone who is an expert in a particular field of study related to their area of study. They are advised to discuss with family members and their supervisor about who is best able to offer support and additional information with the topic. All such meetings should be documented, along with any written or oral communications with that person in the Process Journal. It should also be referred to in the report, and cited correctly in the bibliography. 
· [image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-lxVDsGRZYqI/UE04V3ryW-I/AAAAAAAAALw/Ov0WMh1nhgM/s1600/who+am+i+person.jpg]Who will assess my Personal Project and how will it be assessed? 
All students will be assigned a Personal Project Supervisor who will work with the student and guide them through the process of developing ideas, researching, designing and finally presenting the project. 

The Personal Project supervisor will use a criterion-related approach to assess the project. All projects will be further assessed by a group of teachers who will collaborate to standardize and reach a final agreement on the level awarded.



[image: http://dcps.duvalschools.org/cms/lib07/FL01903657/Centricity/Domain/5670/assessment%20info.gif]
The Personal Project will be assessed using the assessment criteria established by the IB for use in the MYP Personal Project. All assessment of the Personal Project is based on these assessment criteria. 





	Personal Project Component
	How It Is Assessed 

	Focus on a topic that leads towards a product/ outcome 
	Observed in in the presentation/report 

	Process Journal 
	Selected extracts in the appendices of the report 

	Report 
	The report and its content is assessed using the four criteria



For each assessment criterion, a number of level descriptors are defined. These describe a range of achievement levels with the lowest level represented as 0. The descriptors concentrate on positive achievement, although failure to achieve may be included in the description for the lower levels. 

	Criterion A
	Investigating
	Maximum 8

	Criterion B
	Planning
	Maximum 8

	Criterion C
	Taking Action
	Maximum 8

	Criterion D
	Reflecting
	Maximum 8




Your work will be awarded a 1-7 grade based on the total number of points obtained in all 7 criteria. The maximum score is 28. 
Students at New School must achieve at least 13 points, a grade 4 to pass.

· How do I choose my Personal Project and how much choice do I have?
 You have a wide choice in what you select to do. Several elements should be considered before making a final decision on your topic.
· what are some of your interests, hobbies, dreams, hopes, loves, passions?

· what aspects your personality will helpful during the project and which ones might hinder you? 

· is your topic safe and appropriate? (your supervisor and coordinator will advise if needed) 

· what is your level of interest in the planned topic?

· have you identified a goal that is related to your chosen topic?

· why did you choose this goal? Is its one that will challenge you but remain achievable? 

· which Global Context will provide a context for the intended inquiry and research? 

· What level of access will you have to related information?

· will you have sufficient  time to complete it?

· what form will your product/outcome take and how will you evaluate it?

· is your product related to the goal and global context?

· do I know the specific learning targets stated in the Personal Project objectives? 

These are some of the most important questions that the student  should reflect upon before you beginning  the process of choosing a topic for their Personal Project. 











· What are the Personal Project Objectives and how are they related to the assessment of my project?
Objective A: Investigating 
Students should: 
i. define a clear goal and context for the project, based on personal interests 
ii. identify prior learning and subject-specific knowledge relevant to the project 
iii. demonstrate research skills.

Objective B: Planning 
Students should: 
i. develop criteria for the product/outcome 
ii. plan and record the development process of the project 
iii. demonstrate self-management skills. 

Objective C: Taking Action 
Students should: 
i. create a product/outcome in response to the goal, context and criteria 
ii. demonstrate thinking skills 
iii. demonstrate communication and social skills. 

Objective D: Reflecting 
Students should: 
i. evaluate the quality of the product/outcome against their criteria 
ii. reflect on how completing the project has extended their knowledge and understanding of the topic and the global context 
iii. reflect on their development as an IB learner through the project.





· How is the Personal Project structured?
The project can take many different and creative formats. It can be: 
· An original work of art; painting, sculpture, movie, music
· An original science experiment
· A piece of literary fiction, collection of short stories, poetry, short novel, or play 
· An invention or specially designed object or system
· A web page, video or some other form of electronic presentation




Whatever format the completed Personal Project takes, students must submit the three main components
	Personal Project Component
	How It Is Assessed 

	Focus on a topic that leads towards a product/ outcome 
	Observed in in the presentation/report 

	Process Journal 
	Selected extracts in the appendices of the report 

	Report 
	The report and its content is assessed using the four criteria 





· What are some examples of a challenging goal?
	Challenging Goal
	Highly Challenging Goal

	A student teaches themselves to take photographs and documents the process
	Through a photographic exhibition a student documents his or her neighborhood

	A student writes an article on a topic of interest for a weekly or monthly school journal for a selected audience  
	A student writes and publishes an original novel on a topic of interest

	Using recycled materials, a student creates a practical and useable bag 
	A student creates a series of bags using 
recycled material and exhibits them at a craft center

	A student takes classes in yoga and learns the correct techniques for the art of yoga
	A student learns the correct techniques for the art of yoga and teaches others for an extended period whilst documenting the process













· Part of the planning process is time management and adherence to deadlines. 
Are you able to organize your time effectively? Learning to manage your time well is vital to the success of the project.
Here are some key dates for the Personal Project that will help you manage your time. 
Remainder of 2013-2014 School Year“Better three hours too soon than a minute too late”
William Shakespeare
William Shakespeare


Meetings with Personal Project Coordinator 
May 14th 		Meeting#1 
May 30th   		Meeting#2 
June 6th 		Meeting#3 
June 6th –June 18th  	Final dates for return of preliminary topic outline
Jun-Aug		INVESTIGATING and PLANNING a selected topic for study (see Objective 1). 
                         Contact with Personal Project Coordinator
Semester One: September 8th –January 30th  2015 
Sep 15th-21st        Meet with Personal Project Coordinator to discuss projectProcrastination is the thief of time.
Edward Young
Edward Young 



                            1st meeting with supervisor to discuss summer’s work. 
Jan 26th 2015	    1st Draft due to supervisor
Semester Two:    February 3rd –June 20th 2014
Feb 9th 2015	   Product finished. Due to Personal Project Coordinator 
Feb 20th 2015   	   2nd  Draft due to supervisor
Feb 27th 2015	   Final Deadline: report and Process Journal due to Personal Project Coordinator
Mar 2nd –Mar 27th 2015      Marking and standardization
Mar 18th               Tentative Date: Personal Project Exhibition     
Mar 27th 2015    Standardized marks due to Personal Project Coordinator   

· [image: emotions,Photographs,stress,text]What deadlines do I have to meet for the Personal Project?
Keeping to deadlines is very important. It helps to avoid stress and the presentation of work that is not the best quality. Students in Grade 10 should adhere to the deadlines set for the Personal Project. A timeline will be created to help students complete the work in a timely and relatively stress free manner. 

The dates for meeting with supervisors are given as a guide only. Students and supervisors should meet on a regular basis. Meetings are to be arranged between the supervisor and the student. The supervisor is responsible for keeping a record of meetings and progress of work. This is especially important as supervisors are required to complete an MYP Projects Academic Honesty Form.

Supervisors MUST contact the Personal Project Coordinator if their student:
fails to meet with them regularly
their work is not showing progress
their commitment is not up to expectations

The February 27th 2015 deadline is final and must be adhered to by students. 
Two of the three components of the Personal Project will be collected by the Personal Project Coordinator on this date at an assigned time. 
Students are expected to turn their work in before or by the assigned time on February 27th.

More information and a detailed timeline will be posted on the website under Student Information. This will be updated whenever necessary.


Choosing a topic.

When selecting a topic students should remember that the Personal Project is the way to reveal how well they understand the chosen Global Context and a topic that is of personal interest to them. 

 Students should choose a topic that is of interest and importance to them and gives an opportunity to demonstrate their pre-knowledge and learning. 
 
A very useful way to help organize their thoughts and ideas is to BRAINSTORM using a graphic organizer like this;

      Topic






Here are some examples and ideas for Personal Project topics which students from IB schools around the world have successfully completed.
· writing and illustrating a children’s book
· designing/renovating a play area for disadvantaged students
· organizing a fitness program 
· designing a computer game
· writing a short story book
· producing a sports coaching handbook for younger students
· teaching a language to a group of students
· designing a wall mural
· organizing a recycling program
· constructing a booklet on a specific topic
· writing a collection of poetry
· achieving a personal goal
· designing an original outfit or series of outfits
· creating a website or a blog for a specific purpose
· writing an original screen play 
· constructing a guitar
· producing an emotive art piece to express feelings about an experience
· developing an instructional booklet/video for New School Georgia
· using art to illustrate an activity
· finding ways to raise the communities awareness of an issue
· designing an environmentally friendly house
· constructing a photo journal reflection of an area/ style/product
· creating a new sport for a specific age group
· composing songs and recording music
· producing a language teaching video for non-Georgian speakers
· designing a cookbook for a person with special dietary needs                                                  
· What are the Global Contexts and how are they used?

Global contexts direct learning towards independent and shared inquiry. The Global Contexts are used to give the project a specific  focus. The chosen Global Context provides a context for inquiry and the research used by students. Only ONE Global Context may be chosen to define the goal. 

It is vital that the following questions are considered, as students choose a Global Context through which to focus their project.

• What do I want to achieve through my personal project?
• What do I want others to understand through my work?
• What impact do I want my project to have?
• How can a specific context give greater purpose to my project?
Depending on how you frame your inquiry, a Global Context will evolve from it.
Example:   An interest in Rap Music

. Examine the question, “Why does rap speak to me?’….Global Context: Identity and Relationship
2.  Explore the development of rap as a style of music across the world….Global Context: Orientation in Space and Time
3. Perform a rap song for school and follow it up with a question and answer session… Global Context: Personal and Cultural Expression 

                                     

The Global Contexts in Greater Detail
	Global Context 
	Examples of Personal Projects 

	Identities and relationships 
Students will explore identity; beliefs and values; personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, communities and cultures; what it means to be human.
	· Two sides of social networking; an awareness campaign about digital citizenship and cyber bullying 

· How online identities impact offline relationships; a research essay 

· Keeping culinary traditions; a video series following family recipes with historical relevance 

· The effect of mass media on teenage identity; a short film 

	Orientation in space and time 
Students will explore the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic.
	• The Euclidean space perspective of the universe; a 3D model
• Explorers in search of a new world; immigration over the ages through visual texts
• The Mayflower and the dream of religious freedom; a personal family history
• Charting a family history through archives and a representational statue

	Personal and Cultural Expression 
Students will explore the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic. 
	• Video games as a form of cultural expression; a short film using five video games that shows how they are an expression of our culture
• The art of Manga in Japanese culture; a Japanese anime and a survey of the understanding of my peers
• Culture and self-expression through dance at the local community arts center; a performance

	Scientific and Technical Innovation 
Students will explore the natural world and its laws; the interaction between people and the natural world; how humans use their understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and technological advances on communities and environments; the impact of environments on human activity; how humans adapt environments to their needs. 
	
•  Nano fibers build stronger bikes; a prototype bike with nano fibers 

• What’s the matter with the anti-matter?; an informational talk 

• Why are genetics and genomics important to my health?; a media presentation 

• Can stem cells replace organ transplants?; an investigative report 

	Globalization and Sustainability 
Students will explore the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities; the relationship between local and global processes; how local experiences mediate the global; the opportunities and tensions provided by world-interconnectedness; the impact of decision-making on humankind and the environment. 
	• The struggle for water in developing countries; an awareness campaign
• The impact of the financial crises of Europe and the European Economic Community on the United States; a visual presentation
• Education as the tool to change the future of Peru; a workshop for adults
• The role of the developing countries in protecting the tropical rain forest; a  collection of slides

	Fairness and development 
Students will explore rights and responsibilities; the relationship between communities; sharing finite resources with other people and with other living things; access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution. 
	• Supporting fair trade: Cocoa trade in Ghana; an awareness campaign for our school cafeteria to promote fair trade
• Open-market economies and their role in fair trade; a talk for students
• Exploring the intersections of race and inequality; a radio broadcast
• Asylum seekers and their right to live like us; a painting



· What about the goal for the project?
As part of the goal, students must decide on a  final product/outcome of their project. The product/outcome might be an original piece of artwork, a business plan, a community campaign, an architectural drawing, an essay on a topic of interest, a debate, a film or teaching a class. 
The criteria must be realistic and be able to assess the quality of the project’s final outcome or product. This can be done by carefully coordinating their work with their supervisor to determine exactly what is a high-quality product/outcome.
Some appropriate tools for setting standards and assessing quality include checklists or rubrics. Students document the criteria in their process journal and use them to assess the outcome or
product. 
The criteria might include a schedule with interim projected goals. 
It will probably not be possible to define the criteria until:
the final product/outcome of the project is set
there is a clear understanding of what the student wants to achieve 
time is spent researching the goal
· What about the Approaches to Learning? 
A study of a topic of interest through a Personal Project is a culminating activity through which a student presents, the level of development of their Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills. 
ATL skills provide a solid foundation for learning independently and with others, demonstrating learning, and reflecting on the process of learning. They help students to become more independent, strategic and self-motivated and will eventually prepare students for responsible participation in local and global contexts. 
Students are expected to communicate clearly, accurately and appropriately, using communication, organization and reflection as ATL skills. Students will demonstrate how they have met the objectives through their presentation or report at the end of the project. 
Students have the opportunity to develop affective skills—mindfulness, perseverance, emotional management, self-motivation and resilience—throughout the entire process. This skill set contributes to managing state of mind and a healthy, balanced approach to the projects.
See the chart below for possible alignment between ATL skills and project objectives. It is important to realize that ATL skills are seen at all stages in different MYP projects. 



	Personal Project Objectives
	MYP ATL Skill Clusters
	Affective Skills
Mindfulness, Perseverance, Emotional Management, Self-
Motivation and Resilience

	Objective A: Investigating
	i. define a clear goal and global context for the project, based on personal interests
	Collaboration
Critical Thinking
Creative Thinking
	

	
	ii. identify prior learning and subject-specific knowledge relevant to the project

iii. demonstrate research skills. 
	Information Literacy
Media Literacy
Transfer
	

	
	
	
	

	Objective B: Planning
	i. develop criteria for the product/outcome
	Collaboration
Organization
Critical Thinking
Creative Thinking
	

	
	ii. plan and record the development process of the project
iii. demonstrate self-management
	Collaboration
Organization
Reflection
	

	
	
	
	

	Objective C:
Taking Action
	i. i.   i. create a product/outcome in response to the goal, global context and criteria
	Organization
Critical Thinking
Creative Thinking
	

	
	ii. demonstrate thinking skills 

iii. demonstrate communication and social skills
	Collaboration
Communication
Critical Thinking
Creative Thinking
Transfer
	

	
	
	
	

	Objective D: Reflecting
	i. E  i. evaluate the quality of the product/outcome against their criteria 
ii.  reflect  on how completing the project has extended their knowledge and understanding of the topic and the global context 
iii. reflect on their development as IB learners through the project
	C     Communication

 Reflection
	




· How do I select sources of information for my project?
Deciding what information is needed, where to find it, is it reliable or not, is it current, how to use it is confusing for many students. Students need to select relevant and reliable information from a variety of sources to develop the Personal Project.

How many and what kind of resources will vary depending upon the nature of the project; however,
to reach the highest levels of achievement through investigating, students must select a range of sources
and a variety of source types. 

Resources for investigating and planning
May include:

· Students’ prior knowledge 
· Books
· Articles from magazines, journals, newspapers
· Video or audio recordings 
· Survey data
· Websites
· Published media
· Emails
· Brochures
· Surveys
· TV Shows
· Documentaries
· Experts in their field
Students’ ability to evaluate the reliability of sources should be developed through ATL skills, particularly information and media literacy skills. Students should consider factors such as credibility of the author, currency, accuracy, relevance, intended audience and objectivity of the source.

· How do I know if the information that I have selected is reliable?
It is important that students think carefully about whether the sources of information they are using for research is reliable and relevant to their goal, topic and the focus Global Context. There are several techniques that can be used to select which information to use and which to leave out.


Here are a few techniques that might be useful. A combination of these techniques will probably be used. Students should make sure that they record notes in the Process Journal.

                                                                                                                                                               
1.   Straight logic
You select information by thinking about its relevance to your inquiry question. You label pieces of information as either ‘Relevant’ or ‘Irrelevant’ and then use the ‘Relevant’ information for your Project.




2.   Level of importance
Make four categories and go through your information, labeling each piece of information according to the category that best describes what you have found. The categories are:


· Absolutely essential: You cannot achieve your goal without this information. Keep it and use it.
· Very useful: This is information that should be used in your project because it makes very clear to everyone what you have learned or want other people to learn about your topic. Keep and use as much of this as you can.
· Interesting: This information does relate to your goal, but you could leave it out without   radically changing your project. Use it if you don’t have enough information.
· Irrelevant: When you look at your goal, this information doesn’t really help. It is related to the topic only, but not the Global Context. You can ignore this information.
										
3.   The Checklist	

For this technique you have a series of questions that relate to the currency, accuracy, and relevancy of the source material. Apply these questions to the material and if it receives check mark against all questions then you should definitely use the information in your project.


· Is the information source reliable and is the information accurate?
· Is the information current or still valuable if it is older?
· Does the information help me achieve my goal?
· Does the information connect clearly with the Global Context  or aspects of it?
· Does the information connect to my topic?
· Will the information help me to develop my product?
4.   Reliability of Sources Checklist

This checklist can be used to rate each source of information. It helps the student to decide whether a source is reliable and relevant. 

Complete the checklist then decide whether to use the source.


	Criteria
	Rating
	Descriptor

	




A. Author
	
4
	Written by a well-known reputable organization. 
Many professionals contributed to creating this source.

	
	
3
	Author is highly professional in this field of study. 
Author is from or backed by a well-trusted organization.

	
	
2
	Author is knowledgeable/reputable, bases the source on his/her own experiences as well as others’.

	
	1
	Author is stated but is unreliable. Source is eliminated.

	
	0
	Does not meet any of the above. Source is immediately eliminated.

	

	


B. Origin
	3
	Published in professional/well-known/reputable media

	
	2
	Published in trustworthy media

	
	
1
	Posted in a well-known or editable media where anybody can post. Source is almost always eliminated.

	
	0
	Does not meet any of the above. Source is immediately eliminated.

	

	


C. Objectivity
	
3
	Non-biased with appropriate reasoning and opinions for both pros and cons.

	
	2
	Mostly biased but basing the opinion on a wide variety of reasons.

	
	1
	Completely biased with a narrow scope of points.

	
	0
	Confusing/unclear objectivity. Source is immediately eliminated.

	

	


D. Quality
	3
	Highly professional, convincing source.

	
	2
	Convincing details with understandable reasoning.

	
	
1
	Somewhat relevant to the subject. Not reasonable enough to qualify as a convincing source.


	
	0
	Irrelevant information presented. Source is eliminated.

	

	
E.  Quantity
	
2
	Appropriate amount of information to clearly state the opinion and facts with detailed reasoning.

	
	1
	Too much or too little.

	

	


Total
	13-15
	Excellent source


	
	11-12
	Good source


	
	        8-10
	Acceptable source

	
	5-7
	Average source on the internet, usually eliminated

	
	Below 5
	Source is immediately eliminated



Although students may include their prior knowledge as a source, prior knowledge alone does not provide sufficient depth or breadth of inquiry for the project. Record all of the sources you read, view, interview or listen to, your Process Journal. This will be very useful later on in the project process.
[image: http://taskmap.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/images/Documenting-Processes--Step-by-step-appr_EFE2/stepbystep2.jpg]2. Documenting the Personal Project

· The Process Journal: the Process Journal is a key component of the Personal Project. It is submitted when the Personal Project is completed. The Process Journal is where all of the student’s brainstormed ideas. Even if the ideas of the project changes, they should be evidenced in the Process Journal. This is important as it shows how you have planned and shaped your project and how it has developed throughout the course of this process. This helps the supervisor and others to assess the level of research used and the commitment and academic honesty of the student’s work.

· What does a Process Journal look like and what do I have to include? 
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\Administrator\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\Q829402F\MC900364642[1].wmf][image: C:\Documents and Settings\Administrator\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\3T3Q7JRH\MC900230425[1].wmf][image: http://img.labnol.org/images/2008/01/microsoft-word-scrapbook.jpg]



   

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-qZ4TRZ0TQu4/Tcv850zdCCI/AAAAAAAACW0/exr-_KwnPGY/s1600/wiki.gif]A website                 A scrap book                          
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\Administrator\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\3T3Q7JRH\MC900234083[1].wmf]                                        
[image: https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSML8HYQF3JAcaBf9IySxqJHt0UF1MWZPHL3NAimhxs28WkYu0Zow]A notebook          	 A word document                                                  

                        
                          
                                                          
                                                       
A wiki        
                                                             or blog
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                                                                                                         A journal
Students are not restricted to any single model of recording their process journals. The journal can be presented in different formats, depending on student preferences. It could be in written, visual, audio or a combination of these, formats. It could be on paper or in an electronic format. If a student uses electronic/digital media, then they should make and maintain copies of their journals. 
                                                                 
The students should record their progress in this journal using: brainstorm ideas, notes and drawings, reflections on your ideas, successes, obstacles and hurdles you encounter, and any other information that you think is relevant to your project. The journal will be organized, chaotic, tidy and messy, because you will be putting complete and incomplete pieces of work into it.

Students should use the journal to keep:
· Notes and ideas on the project area of interaction
· Concepts for the project
· Drawings, pictures, clippings, photographs
· Information gathered from investigations
· Copies of interviews and discussions with people
· Plans for the project
· Timeline(s)
· Choose the format that you feel will be the most effective for your style of learning and make it work for you.  

Entries into the journal should be organized by entry number, the date they were entered, performed, created, or reflected upon. For example: Entry #37 February 6th 2015. Make regular entries to reflect on the ideas, the process, resources, good and bad experiences and challenges. The ideas will change as the project evolves and this should be reflected in the Process Journal.

It is required that students show evidence of regular use of the Process Journal. Quality of thinking is more important than neatness and presentation but it is important that the work in the journal is legible as it will be read by the supervisor and others as part of the assessment. 

The journal will be the most important document in the Personal Project experience because from it students will be able draw all the kind of information needed to write up the report.     
                                                                                                                                                              Below are suggestions on how students might want to plan their journal entries:

· Work Completed This Week—this section should detail everything that the student was able to achieve in their Personal Project that week.

· [image: http://cdn2.hubspot.net/hub/60254/file-498764009-jpg/challenges-ahead1.jpg?t=1391544009000]Resources/Bibliography Referred to —in this section record all of the bibliographical information that might be required. As research and location of sources continues, it should prove useful to record the bibliographic details. It may be that later on a particular reference source is not necessary but it is better to be able to delete a reference than to try and find it again. Remember that all conversations with experts dealing with your project should be recorded, as well as basic book and Internet resource information.

· Challenges/Obstacles—this section should be devoted to issues that arose during the project process. It is vital that the student records this information as it can and should show how they dealt with obstacles and adapted their methods.

· Evaluation of the Process and Progress—here, the student should state what their original plans and goal(s) were for the Personal Project and how they achieved or did not achieve their original goals. It is acceptable for them not have met their goal(s), but they must clearly identify the issues that arose and how they did not make it possible for them to achieve their goal(s). 

(“ I was bored with the project” “I ran out of time” , “I had to go on holiday and then did not       
   have  time” “My supervisor did not help me enough”  or “I just got too busy”
 are NOT  acceptable issues).


· To-Do- List—here, the student should list what they need to do next and before meeting with their supervisor.

[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-JMhbFfHb4iY/UiiAubsuZiI/AAAAAAAAO9U/b3PIUha4Ym0/s320/to+do+list.png]

The journal notes are used to write up the report and present the product in the exhibition. This journal will be used throughout the process and should incorporate the ATL’s. The student is responsible, through his or her use of the process journal, for producing evidence of addressing the four objectives to demonstrate their achievement at the highest levels of the criteria.

It is assessed through Criterion A

	The Process Journal Is:
	The Process Journal Is not:

	
· used throughout the project to document its development 
· an evolving record of intents, processes, accomplishments 
· a place to record initial thoughts and developments, brainstorming, possible lines of inquiry and further questions raised 
· a place for recording interactions with sources, for example teachers, supervisors, external contributors 
· a place to record selected, annotated and/or edited research and to maintain a bibliography 
· a place for storing useful information, for example quotations, pictures, ideas, photographs 
· a means of exploring ideas and solutions 
· a place for evaluating work completed 
· a place for reflecting on learning 
· devised by the student in a format that suits his or her needs 
· a record of reflections and formative feedback received. 
	
· used on a daily basis (unless this is useful for the student) 
· written up after the process has been completed 
· additional work on top of the project; it is part of and supports the project 
· a diary with detailed writing about what was done 
· a static document with only one format. 




Students are responsible for demonstrating to their supervisors the evidence of their process of their Personal Project journey. This is done through the entries in their Process Journals at the meetings between student and supervisor. The Personal Project Coordinator and The MYP Coordinator will review the Process Journal at various points during the year.
Although it is important that the Process Journal be legible, the inclusion of critical and creative thinking and reflection is more significant than neatness and presentation.
[image: https://encrypted-tbn1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQtKshbEX0QBiQYl-YNLFqDXLbNut94iQamHqSOIdXPkoocWNfTQfSU5xGS]Selecting Process Journal extracts 
As part of the Personal Project, students are expected to select evidence from their process journals to demonstrate development in all criteria. These extracts must be submitted as appendices of the report or presentation at the end of the project. The student has the responsibility for selecting the appropriate extracts available to the supervisor and the Personal Project Coordinator. 
Students need to select a maximum of 10 individual extracts from their Process Journal that represent the key developmental areas of their project. 
The student should select extracts that demonstrate how he or she has addressed each of the objectives, or highlight their extracts to show they have addressed the objectives.. 
An extract might include: 
visual thinking diagrams 
bulleted lists 
charts 
short paragraphs 
           notes 
timelines, action plans 
annotated illustrations 
annotated research 
artifacts from visits to museums, performances, galleries 
sketches, pictures, photographs 
up to 30 seconds of visual or audio material 
screenshots of a blog or website 
self and peer assessment feedback. 





Materials that directly relate to the achievement of the project should also be included in the extracts, where appropriate. For example, if the student has produced a questionnaire or survey that has been described and analyzed in the report, they could include a segment of that completed survey. 

An individual extract may include any of the formats that the student used to document the process. 


Extracts should simply be supporting evidence of the process and will not be individually assessed.




· The Report on the process and outcome of the project: 
This is where students record and reflect on the process undertaken. The report is a spoken or written account of something observed, heard, done or investigated. The report aims to inform, as clearly and succinctly as possible. Students analyze and reflect on their progress through the project from start to end, including innovations, discoveries, and hurdles that they encountered and what these experiences have personally meant to them.  The MYP Personal Project Report demonstrates the student’s engagement with his or her personal project by summarizing the experiences and skills recorded in the process journal. 
The report should be presented in identifiable sections, following the MYP project objectives—investigating, planning, taking action and reflecting outline. 

The report must include evidence for all the strands of all criteria. 
The format of the report for the personal project will vary depending on the resources available and the interests of the students. Students should take into consideration learning preferences, personal strengths and available resources when deciding on the best format for the report. The ability to communicate clearly and concisely is essential to demonstrate the elements of the report and reach the highest levels of the criteria. The student’s supervisor is responsible for providing guidance on the format of the report. 


Format of the Report. Written (paper, electronic such as a blog , slideshow or website)…The written report must be a minimum of 1,500 words and a maximum of 3,500 words, NOT including appendices, bibliography, works cited or reference list. The report, however it may be developed and presented, does not replace the outcome or product of the personal project. Producing the report is part of the process of completing the personal project and needs to be incorporated in the planning.




There are four main areas: written, electronic, oral and visual.

NOTE: It is very important that students acknowledge their sources honestly in the report. Review the characteristics of the IB Learner Profile, especially thinkers, principled, and reflective. Refer also to New School Code of Conduct.

1. A written report aims to inform and explain the process of the personal project in a concise and succinct  form and usually consists of sections with subheadings. Students must make sure that the report meets the assessment criteria and conforms to the structure as outlined. 
The written report must be a minimum of 1,500 words and a maximum of 3,500 words, NOT including appendices, bibliography, works cited or reference list. The report, however it may be developed and presented, does not replace the outcome or product of the personal project. Producing the report is part of the process of completing the personal project and needs to be incorporated in the planning.

2. An oral report can take many different forms such as podcast, interview, video, and radio broadcast. Oral reports must be recorded for internal standardization purposes and for possible submission to the IB.  Oral (podcast, radio recording) The oral must be a minimum of 13 minutes and a maximum of 15 minutes.
 
Students may use notes, cue cards and visual support aids for an oral presentation. Care should be taken to ensure that all elements of the report contribute towards the assessment criteria. When using a performance as a product the student needs to organize the activities so that they allow them to meet all levels of the four criteria.

3. A visual report is usually a short film where the student addresses the key moments of his or her personal project, supported by the entries in the Process Journal. The short film must be structured in a way  that demonstrates his or her achievements in the development of the Personal Project. Planning. Time required for the filming , editing and reviews of the performances  should be taken into account at the start of the project.
Oral (film, video) The visual report  must be a minimum of 13 minutes and a maximum of 15 minutes.

4. An electronic report can take many different forms such as a website, a blog, a Prezi, PowerPoint, or other slide show presentation. As with all the other formats, students must ensure that the electronic report meets the assessment criteria and effectively demonstrates his or her engagement with the personal project. 

The electronic report must be a minimum of 1,500 words and a maximum of 3,500 words, NOT including appendices, bibliography, works cited or reference list. The report, however it may be developed and presented, does not replace the outcome or product of the personal project. Producing the report is part of the process of completing the personal project and needs to be incorporated in the planning.

NOTE:
For students submitting multimedia reports comprising both written and audio/visual formats, the maximum number of words and time of audio/visual presentations correlate in the manner shown in chart below.

                               Length requirements for multimedia reports 

	Time (Audio or audio-visual recording)
	
	Word Limit

	3 minutes
	AND
	1,200-2,800 words
2,688-3,360
2, 400-5,600 kana/kanji

	6 minutes
	AND
	900-2,100 words
2,016-2,520
1, 800-2,200 kana/kanji


	9 minutes
	AND
	600-1,400 words
1,344-1,680
1, 200-2,800 kana/kanji


	12 minutes
	AND
	300-700 words
672-840
600-1,400 kana/kanji



Oral and visual multimedia reports need to be recorded for internal standardization and possible submission to the IB. It is the responsibility of the student in conjunction with the supervisor , to make sure that the recording is of a high quality.
· Resources for demonstrating learning 
Students will reach a stage of the project when they are able to begin preparing their personal project report. They will need to reflect on what they have learned through completing the project. This learning relates to any topics that have been informed by subject-specific learning and how the transfer of this learning has impacted their project, as well as what they have discovered in relation to the project goal and the global context. It also relates to themselves as learners and their awareness or development of ATL skills. 
During the whole process, students will keep a record of their decisions in their process journals and should use this as a resource to help them produce the project presentation or report.

· [image: http://www.newessays.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2011/12/no_plagarism3.png]What if I “accidentally” include someone else’s work in my report?

It is the responsibility of the student to make sure that this does not happen! As they work through the project it is important to make sure that they write down a list of every source used in the Process Journal. They may not all be used but it will save having to spend extra time trying to find source material again.
In the report, students must include a list of references according to the MLA format. They must make sure that they are familiar with the school’s Technology Acceptable Use Policy, which is signed  when students undertake this project and at the start of the school year. 

Using someone else’s work, including pictures and photographs, and claiming them as their own is plagiarism. This is an act of fraud as it involves both stealing someone else’s work and lying about it afterwards. It also goes against the values promoted by the school and the IB.

[image: CLipart of a young man plagarizing.]
If students have been found to have plagiarized work they will face disciplinary actions. Their work will receive a zero, which means they will not have completed the requirements of the MYP. They will also not be allowed to present their work at the Personal Project Exhibition. It could compromise their entry into the Diploma Programme. 





· Can anyone help me to edit my project report?
The Personal Project Report should be edited as carefully as possible. It is important that a student obtains as much help as possible in editing the drafts. Students can ask family, friends and teachers for help with grammar, punctuation and spelling. However, while they can help with editing, they cannot WRITE the written report for the student.  It must ultimately be their own work.
The same principle or idea applies if the report is in another format. If an oral presentation is used, it is important to practice in front of an audience, whether that is the supervisor, friends or family. Ask them to provide feedback on drafts of the proposed presentation before making the final presentation. 
NOTE: If a personal project involves group work, each individual student must create their own report clearly demonstrating their contribution during ALL stages of the Personal Project. It is a requirement that each student must maintain their own Process Journal.

· Any suggestions for the format of the written project report?
All students are expected to complete MYP Personal Project Coversheet (see Appendix)

The body of the report is structured around the objectives and assessment criteria and it must include the criteria headings.
Investigating
	i. Define a clear goal and global context for the project, based on personal interests
ii. Identify prior learning and subject-specific knowledge relevant to the project
iii. Demonstrate research skills.


Planning
	i. Develop criteria for the product/outcome
ii. Plan and record the development process of the project
iii. Demonstrate self-management

*Selection of sources and Application of information



Taking Action
	i. i.   i. Create a product/outcome in response to the goal, global context and criteria
ii. Demonstrate thinking skills
iii. Demonstrate communication and social skills

*Global Context



	Reflecting
i.  Evaluate the quality of the product/outcome against their criteria
ii.  Reflect  on how completing the project has extended their knowledge and understanding of the topic and the global context 
iii. Reflect on their development as IB learners through the project




Length of the report
The length of the personal project report in English and must be a minimum of 1,500 words and a maximum of 3,500 words, not including appendices and bibliography or reference list. 
************************************************************************
Using the criteria headings is a good way to make sure that you have fulfilled the demands for the project.
Bibliography 

Appendices

Remember the report must not exceed 3,500 words or 15-minute oral presentation or audio-visual recording.
*************************************************************************************************************
         
           
· What method should I use when referencing sources of information?

The Personal Project requires students to collect and use a variety of resources. In the initial stages of the inquiry it is possible that many different resources will be used. Many of these will not be useful later on; perhaps it is because of a change the focus for the project or because more relevant resources were found. 
A search on Google or some other general search engine is appropriate only in the early stages of your research.
Students are expected to keep track of ALL sources in their Process Journal. The list of sources in the report should only include those that have ACTUALLY USED, but the Process Journal should include all sources that were consulted.
Students should make sure that they:
· Keep track of all sources in the Process Journal. 
· Assess a source or inspiration to see how useful it will be.  
· Make sure the list of sources in the report includes those actually used, but the Process Journal should include all sources consulted. 
· Use MLA 7 style to cite sources

 Here are some useful websites that help with citations
 http://citationmachine.net
 http://www.easybib.com
 http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/557/01/

[image: https://encrypted-tbn0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQoORxnG3lqx7KUM2kAucPlDYdeBsVnaSUILc9OZnKxxJHham1U]


· Assessment of the MYP Personal Project 

Assessment for the MYP Personal Project is criterion-related, based on four equally weighted assessment criteria. 

Students must address all four criteria in their project.

Criterion A: Investigating  		
Criterion B: Planning 	
Criterion C: Taking Action 		
Criterion D: Reflecting         A maximum of 8 for each 

The Personal Project Coordinators and Supervisors will make sure that the expectations for the MYP Personal Project especially the assessment criteria are known to students. 

Meetings(individual and group) the website, email updates  and parent-student discussions will clearly explain what students are expected to know and do.
Criterion A: Investigating    Maximum: 8  
In the Personal Project, students should: 

i. define a clear goal and global context for the project, based on personal interests 
ii. identify prior learning and subject-specific knowledge relevant to the project 
iii. demonstrate research skills. 

	Achievement Level
	Level Descriptor

	0
	The student does not achieve a standard described by any of the descriptors below.

	1-2
	The student is able to:

i. state a goal and context for the project, based on personal interests, but this may be limited in depth or accessibility

ii. identify prior learning and subject-specific knowledge, but this may be limited in occurrence or relevance

iii. demonstrate limited research skills.


	3-4
	The student is able to:

. outline a basic and appropriate goal and context for the project, based on personal interests

ii. identify basic prior learning and subject-specific knowledge relevant to some areas of the project

iii. demonstrate adequate research skills.

	5-6
	The student is able to:

i. define a clear and challenging goal and context for the project, based on personal interests

ii. identify prior learning and subject-specific knowledge generally
relevant to the project

iii. demonstrate substantial research skills.


	7-8
	The student is able to:

i. define a clear and highly challenging goal and context for the project, based on personal interests

ii. identify prior learning and subject-specific knowledge that is
consistently highly relevant to the project

iii. demonstrate excellent research skills.


Criterion B: Planning 	Maximum: 8  
In the Personal Project, students should: 
i. develop criteria for the product/outcome 
ii. plan and record the development process of the project 
iii. demonstrate self-management skills. 

	Achievement Level
	Level Descriptor


	0
	The student does not achieve a standard described by any of the descriptors below.


	1-2
	The student is able to:

i. develop limited criteria for the product/outcome

ii. present a limited or partial plan and record of the development process of the project

iii. demonstrate limited self-management skills.


	3-4
	The student is able to:

i. develop adequate criteria for the product/outcome

ii. present an adequate plan and record of the development process of the project

iii. demonstrate adequate self-management skills.


	5-6
	The student is able to:

i. develop substantial and appropriate criteria for the product/outcome

ii. present a substantial plan and record of the development process of the project

iii. demonstrate substantial self-management skills.


	7-8
	The student is able to:

i. develop rigorous criteria for the product/outcome

ii. present a detailed and accurate plan and record of the development process of the project

iii. demonstrate excellent self-management skills.


Criterion C: Taking Action      Maximum:8  
In the Personal Project, students should: 
i. create a product/outcome in response to the goal, global context and criteria 
ii. demonstrate thinking skills 
iii. demonstrate communication and social skills. 


	Achievement Level
	Level Descriptor

	0
	The student does not achieve a standard described by any of the descriptors below.

	1-2
	The student is able to:

i. create a limited product/outcome in response to the goal, global context and criteria

ii. demonstrate limited thinking skills

iii. demonstrate limited communication and social skills.


	3-4
	The student is able to:

i. create a basic product/outcome in response to the goal, global context and criteria

ii. demonstrate adequate thinking skills

iii. demonstrate adequate communication and social skills.


	5-6
	The student is able to:

i. create a substantial product/outcome in response to the goal, global
context and criteria

ii. demonstrate substantial thinking skills

iii. demonstrate substantial communication and social skills.


	7-8
	The student is able to:

i. create an excellent product/outcome in response to the goal, global
context and criteria

ii. demonstrate excellent thinking skills

i. demonstrate excellent communication and social skills.


Criterion D: Planning 	Maximum: 8  
In the Personal Project, students should: 
i. evaluate the quality of the product/outcome against their criteria

ii. reflect on how completing the project has extended their knowledge and understanding of the topic and the global context

iii. reflect on their development as IB learners through the project.

	Achievement Level
	Level Descriptor

	0
	The student does not achieve a standard described by any of the descriptors below.

	1-2
	The student is able to:
i. present a limited evaluation of the quality of the product/ outcome against his or her criteria

i. present limited reflection on how completing the project has extended his or her knowledge and understanding of the topic and the global context

iii. present limited reflection on his or her development as an IB learner through the project.


	3-4
	The student is able to:
i. present a basic evaluation of the quality of the product/outcome against his or her criteria

ii. present adequate reflection on how completing the project has
extended his or her knowledge and understanding of the topic and the global context

iii. present adequate reflection on his or her development as an IB learner through the project.


	5-6
	The student is able to:
i. present a substantial evaluation of the quality of the product/outcome against his or her criteria

ii. present substantial reflection on how completing the project has extended his or her knowledge and understanding of the topic and the global context

iii. present substantial reflection on his or her development as an IB learner through the project.

	7-8
	The student is able to:
i. present an excellent evaluation of the quality of the product/outcome against his or her criteria

ii. present excellent reflection on how completing the project has extended his or her knowledge and understanding of the topic and the global context

iii. present excellent reflection on his or her development as an IB learner through the project.



· What is the Product?

· The Product: is a representation of the whole project. Students need to think about the best way
to communicate the project to others. They need to take into consideration their learning preferences, personal strengths and the resources that were available. The product can take different formats, for example: a video, a website, an event, a product or other format. If the product is an essay or other piece of writing, the length will be determined in advance with the supervisor. 

If the final product is to be an essay or another piece of writing, then a Personal Project Report must also be completed. 

Students can choose from an almost endless list of possibilities for the product – choose to create an item that demonstrates what they have learned through their investigation which will show others what has been  learned. The information communicated must follow a set structure and be approved in advance by your supervisor. 
Examples include:
· performances of  an original work of art (visual, dramatic, a song , or dance)
· a published piece of creative writing, creative prose, collection of poetry, a major essay, an extended article, a script or review 
· an exhibition of original piece of art, photographs, posters, model, artifact, statistical data
· an original science experiment
· a fundraising awareness activity, service in action, or a celebration
· a written report in the format of an academic report, a website, blog or similar
· an oral report that includes visual support
· an interactive multimedia presentation such as a short film or a website that includes both written text and an audio-visual component 

Creating Specifications
You will need to create specifications for your outcome or product. The specifications are the way you will know you’ve achieved your goal. 
You will need to ask yourself different questions in order to define the specifications. The questions you ask might change depending on the type of outcome or product.
Questions you might find useful:
· What will my outcome or product look like?
· What type of materials will I use?
· What techniques will I use?
· What type of information will I include?
· How will I present the information?
· Will I include visuals?
· Do I need to consider any copyright or intellectual property issues?
· Who is the audience?
· How will I get feedback?
Talk to other people about your specifications – your parents, friends, and your supervisor. You can always refine your specifications later as you discover more about your Personal Project goal, but now is the time to create some specifications to start your project off. 
                                			 
· When should I work on my Personal Project?

It will be necessary to work independently outside school time. The supervisor and or the Librarian might agree to help you with some aspects of the work during the school day. 

There will be opportunities for students to conference with their supervisor and or the Personal Project Coordinator during the school day, to discuss progress. 

Some of non-class time will be needed to organize meetings with peers to conduct surveys or receive feedback on different aspects of the work. It is important to have the Process Journal handy for such sessions to refer to any questions that may have written down or to record a response. 

Detailed timeline showing due dates will be posted on the Personal project website. 
[image: http://4.bp.blogspot.com/-3nPjm3aP9Q0/T6TkkLWVANI/AAAAAAAAErk/O3LTt8x1c9Q/s195/Bunting%2BAcknowledgements.jpg]


The following documentation has been useful in the compilation of this handbook:
IBO Personal Project Guide Sep. 2014
IBO Personal Project Teacher Support Material Sep. 2014
Various documents on the IBO site www.ibo.org
Suggestions and ideas from the OCC teachers forum
Ideas from MYP schools Personal Project Handbooks including  LIS Personal Project Guide and the New School International School of Georgia Personal Project Guide 2013
 Clipart
Many thanks to the students and teachers of New School, International School of Georgia for their support, encouragement, dedication and  hard work.                                                                                       
M. Amos        May 2014
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List of Appendices



1. MYP Projects Academic Honesty Form



2. MYP Personal Project Coversheet

3

image3.jpeg
@& New School

International School of Georgia




image4.jpeg




image5.gif
o o
e(\oo‘&% &




image6.emf

image7.jpeg




image8.png




image9.emf

image10.jpeg




image11.jpeg




image12.gif
T
WEO




image13.jpeg




image14.jpeg




image15.wmf

image16.wmf

image17.jpeg
FER oo Mot wors e

Wome et eageloost Retances Maings Revew View Adsi Acoom 9

Aawords.
| “Weblogs” celebrated thir 107 annwersary this year and

they continue to remain popuiar though the rate at wheh
newbiogs are born may have peskec.

1n2008, e can expect 0 see more functional wed.
appicatons that un nsde the web browser BSS il

e e N S T T Yo == —c

&




image18.gif
A=




image19.wmf

image20.jpeg




image21.jpeg




image22.png
10 DO LIST





image23.jpeg




image24.png




image25.gif
Plagiarism:
the act of presenting another's
work or ideas as your own




image26.jpeg




image27.jpeg
@knowledqemevt[s
)




image28.jpeg
APPENDICES




image2.jpeg




